
"AUSTRALIA FOR CHRIST.'' 

The Real Australian 
Organ of the Bush Church Aid Society for Australia and Tasmania. 

No. 9. NOVEMBEB 17, 1922. 

THE WOMEN OF THE WEST. 

They left the vine-wreathed cottage and 
the mansion on the hill, 

The houses in the busy streets , where life 
is never still. 

The pleasures of the city, and the friends 
they cherished best, 

For love they faced the wilderness—the 
Women of the West. 

The road and rush and fever of the ci ty 
died away, 

And the old-time joys and faces—they 
were gone for many a day; 

In their place the lurching coach-wheel or 
the creaking bullock-chains, 

O'er the ever-lasting sameness of the 
never-ending plains. 

In the slab-built, zinc-roofed homestead of 
some lately-taken run, 

In a tent beside the taankment of a rail-
way just begun. 

In the huts on new selections, in the 
camps of m a n ' s unrest , 

On the frontiers of the nat ion live the 
Women of the West . 

The red sun robs their beauty, and in 
weariness and pain 

( The slow years steal the nameless grace 
that never conies again. 

And there are hours men cannot soothe, 
and words men cannot say; 

The nearest woman ' s face may be a hun-
dred miles away. 

The wide bush holds the secrets of their 
longing and desires, 

When the white stars in reverence light 
their holy a l tar fires, 

And silence, like the touch of God, sinks 
deep into the breast— 

Perchance he hears and understands the 
Women of the West. 

For them no trumpet sounds the call, no 
poet plies his a r t s ; 

They only hear the beat ing of the i r gal-
lant, loving hearts. 

But they have sung with silent lives the 
song all songs above— 

The holiness of snertfiee, the digni ty of 
love. G. ESSEX EVANS. 

A SPECIAL NOTICE 
to all our 

PARISH REPRESENTATIVES, BARK 
HUT AND COLLECTING BOOK-

HOLDERS. 

December 31 is the end of our financial 
year. I t will help us tremendously if all 
sums due to us on account of collections, 
donations, and subscriptions to The Heal 
Australian are paid in by representatives 
before the year closes. 

Bark Hut holders and Collecting-Book 
workers may give their amounts to their 
local representative or send in direct to 
our Headquarters ' Office, Sydney. 

ON KEEPING THE LORD'S DAY. 

On the question of Lo rd ' s Day observ-
ance, we have had a mult i tude of counsel-
lors; i t is not flippancy or lack of appre-
ciation t h a t moves us to say tha t we have 
had mighty l i t t le wisdom. But in t ru th 
our counsellors have all proved to be cas-
uists, and not clever or convincing casu-
ists either. We have had aldermanic cas-
uists whose comments, fatuous and other-
wise (unfor tunate ly not much otherwise) 
were given prominence in our evening 
papers. Now The Real Australian, being 
of sound Anglican origin and up-bringing, 
has always enter ta ined due respect for 
" a l l tha t are in a u t h o r i t y " — e v en for 
municipal and aldermanic bodies. The 
abi l i ty of civic corporations to deal with 
smelly drains, wandering goats, obnoxious 
weeds,, and other such problems, is not de-
nied. We have always stood back in 
f rank bu t silent admirat ion of the digni ty 
and competence which seems to become 
mayors in rabbit-skin robes, or pound-
keepers in plain dungarees. But, for the 
life of us, we have u t te r ly failed to dis-
cover what peculiar fitness municipal 
councils have for deciding how the Lord ' s 
Day should be kept, or what r ight they 
have of animadver t ing on the religious 
convictions of folk who dwell around 
them. Why, they have not even a man-
date from thei r constituencies on the mat-
ter. And while, of course, they are en-
t i t led to their own opinions on the Lord ' s 
Day question, i t surely is to be required 
tha t their opinions should have the back-
ing of some commonsense, should square 
with some regard for the moral and re-
ligious welfare of the whole com-
munity, and not be just " g u f f " — s o m e -
times abusive " g u f f " concerning those 
who differ from them. Jus t here we want 
to stress the idea of aldermanic responsi-
bi l i ty to the whole community. Certain 
legislation has appointed municipal coun-
cillors as guardians and trustees of public 
parks set aside for public use. In the 
recent discussion too much consideration 
has been shown to the organised few who 
would appropriate the parks on Sunday 
for their own exclusive use. After all, 
i t is not the majori ty who want to spend 
tha t day in cricket or football and other 
more or less noisy games. They would 
use the parks for quieter recreations of 
unselfish character . This majori ty has 
certain r ights, even if they have not 
formed themselves into a club. At pre-
sent they receive b u t scant regard. 

But the exact point of aldermanic casu-
is t ry is seen in the dist inction sought to 
be made between organised cricket and 
organised football. The l a t t e r game was 
to be prohibited on the score of i ts bois-
terousness; the former to be permit ted on 
the score of i ts quietness. There is some-
th ing about this reminiscent of the Phari-
sees, who made thei r cunning distinctions 
between " t h e c l e a n " and the " u n c l e a n ; " 
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bu t we claim tha t i t is u t t e r ly unreal . 
Experience gives no uncer ta in tes t imony 
t h a t organised cricket can be jus t as noisy 
as organised football. The conclusion is 
forced upon us t ha t many of these dis-
cr iminat ing decisions in favour of t he one 
game were the outcome of the knowledge 
t ha t the football season was expir ing and 
the cricket season jus t commencing. I t 
was easy to t r y and mollify t h e publie 
conscience by making a show of some 
regard for the day and banishing football . 
Perhaps the ban will be lifted and cr icket 
come to i ts period of censure when i t s 
season^raws to i ts end. 

But we have had our ecclesiastical casu-
ists as well. They have worked out for 
us the fine differences between the 
" t w e e d l e d u m " of pr ivate games and the 
" t w e e d l e d e e " of organised sport. To dis-
approve of tennis played on some nicely-
equipped court adjoining a fine suburban 
bungalow is, we are told, ent irely mis-
taken. To have a few friends come and 
help you spend your Sunday in t h a t 
fashion is quite permissible. But to join 
with the crowd and flock off to some game 
played on a public oval is ent i rely wrong. 
Now this is ra ther unsat isfying to the un-
for tunate individual who does not possess 
a tennis court. Probably his only chance 
of some sport is to join in t h a t of an or-
ganised character . But our casuists make 
no provision for him. 

Then we have those who give the ques-
tion quite another turn, and who suggest 
tha t the whole day may be spent in sport 
provided t ha t the first hour may be spent 
in worship. We desire to give full credi t 
for good intent ions to those who advance 
such a notion, but we feel t h a t i t danger-
ously approximates to a hawking around 
of the means of grace. I t leads to a 
cheapening of the bounties of God. I t 
does away wi th the Lord ' s Day, or ra the r 
reduces it to a bare s ixty minutes. I t i s 
a poor compromise out of which the cause 
of Chris t ' s religion is calculated to receive 
mighty li t t le benefit. 

God knows our leaders are hard pressed 
to give a wise, sane word about the Lo rd ' s 
Day, and we must be pat ient . But we 
do plead tha t the Church should not pro-
ceed along the line of least resistance, giv-
ing way here and giving way there. I f 
we make religion easy we shall find t h a t 
we have made i t cheap and of no account. 
The very genius of Chris t iani ty is i t s 
heroic element, and our policy of late h a s 
been to diminish tha t element. We have 
been afraid to endure scorn and suffer con-
tempt. The craze for pleasure has been 
pandered to, and wi th w h a t resul t? Church 
euchre par t ies and dances have crowded 
a t tendances ; bu t the week-night service, 
the intercession meeting, the missionary 
circle, the Bjble s tudy groups, have lan-
guished and ^infrequently died. The pub-
lic witness of Christ, the public worship 
of God, the public intercession of t h e 
Church (Common Praye r ) a re in danger . 



May God help us to be faithful and 
stand for institutions of proved worth 
such as His Day and His House. May 
He help us to put some iron into our faith. 
And as we are busy putting the cross on 
to our church steeples and on to our 
watch-chains, may He save us from taking 
it out of our religion and out of our 
hearts. 

PERSONAL. 
Our prayer and congratulations unite as 

we remember Rev. J. P. Owen, who was 
ordained to the priesthood on November 
12 by the Bishop of Willochra. Mr. Owen 
recently opened up the mission along the 
once-a-week railway in Eyre 's Peninsula. 
"We hope to have a full story of this work 
in our next issue. 

The Bishop of Willochra has recently 
written to the Society concerning the 
work of the Par West Mission, towards 
the head of the Big Bight. His letter runs 
thus:—' 

" I recently visited Mr. Haviland's mis-
sion, and was much impressed by his great 
zeal and energy, and by the large number 
of candidates that he presented for con-
firmation at the various centres. He is 
doing very good and faithful work. He 
travels an incredible number of miles in 
his much-tried Ford car, and seems to be 
always on the road. I am very grateful 
to the Society for the help "which it has 
given in these most distant and inacces-
sible missions. [Haviland's and Owen's. 
—Ed.] I t is, I am sure, much appreci-
ated. ' ' 

We are glad to publish this in recogni-
tion of the fine ministry of Neville H a v i -
land. 

Mr. L. Sut ton, of Sydney University, 
is undertaking vacation work in the West 
Darling Mission, under Mr. Harvey. He 
will also continue with Mr Harvey's suc-
cessor, who begins on January 1st, 1922. 

We are glad to note that Mr. H. E. 
Falton, who proceeds to Moore College in 
March next as a B.C.A. student, secured a 
First Class in the recent Th.A. Examina-
tion. 

Congratulations to Rev. IE. R. Panelli 
on obtaining his Th.L. of the Australian 
College of Theology. Mr. Panelli will sit 
for his Priest 's examination in the dio-
cese of Melbourne, and after some service 
looks forward to doing B.C.A. work out-
back. 

POSTS AND RAILS. 
Have you a copy of Our Family Prayers, 

a compilation by Rev. A. Law, of St. 
John's , Toorak, Melbourne? This book is 
an excellent help at time of family wor-
ship, and should be in all Christian homes. 
Copies are only one shilling each; postage 
one penny extra. Apply to our office and 
secure one. Mr. Law is kindly devoting 
all profits to the B.C.A. Society. 

Some special acknowledgment must be 
made this quarter. From Miss A. Clem-
ents we received a small nugget of pure 
gold. This gift has a history, and repre-
sents a find on one of the gold-fields so 
well known in earlier days. 

Sums also were sent in by " M . C . " 
(10/-) " A n o n . , " left a t office (10/-), 

Aussie ," for motor car (10/-); also 
contents of nameless Bark Hut (5/1), left 
a t St. Andrew's Cathedral. 

From Mrs. E. Lee Neil, of East Kew, 
comes the offer of book rewards for Mail 
Bag Sunday School. Many thanks! 
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A band of young people at St. Steph-
en's, Hurlstone Park, kindly arranged a 
Sale of Work on November 11 in aid of 
the Society's work. T. J . Hoskins, Esq., 
M.L.A., opened the function, and com-
mended both the effort and the general 
work of the B.C.A. to the generous sup-
port of the visitors. £34/10/- was the re-
sult. Our best thanks are due to Miss 
Gracie Wooten, who did such splendid 
work in organising and leading the effort. 

We do appreciate these ministries of 
help which are increasingly being accorded 
to the Society. May others follow so 
good an example. 

As anticipated in our last issue, the 
Junior Girls' Guild, of Myrtleford (Wan-
gar atta Diocese) held their Sale in Octo-
ber. Earnest enthusiastic workers they 
must be. They sent a money order for 
£10 to our office. We tender warm thanks 
to our young friends and their leader. 

We are happy to relate that our first 
stock of ' ' Bark H u t s ' ' has gone out into 
circulation among our friends in various 
parishes. A supply of new ones is now 
on hand, and we are anxious to double the 
number in use. The " B a r k H u t s " pre 
sent to our friends a useful opportunity 
for making regular self-denials to the 
work of the Society. Already we have re-
alised their value. Let us post one to 
you. We make no charge for them. 
Write at once, and thus join with others 
who are helping us in this way. 

Our fifty-leaved booklet is still eagerly 
taken up at our Deputation meetings as a 
method of augmenting the funds of the 
B.C.A. The booklet is well known. Each 
leaflet carries a picture and conveys some 
facts about our work. Our friends are 
taking the booklets, and are inviting their 
organisations to give them a penny (or 
more) for a leaflet. I t is, surprising to 
find how quickly they get a response. We 
want all our readers thus to help us. Write 
and let us know that you want a booklet. 
They are issued to you free of charge. 

Last issue we suggested to you that Sun-
day Schools should take a Bark Hut for 
special offerings. The idea was not new, 
since for many months St. Paul 's , Lith-
gow (Sydney Diocese) and St. Matthew's, 
Broadford (Wangaratta Diocese) have 
had a Hut, and have done good work with 
them. We are glad to relate that other 
schools have followed the good example. 
Lakemba was keen to get a Box, and 
equally keen to return it for an opening. 
The Superintendent now proudly holds a 
receipt for £1, the contents of the box. 
Now, more schools, please! Write in and 
apply for a Hut. 

The Rev. H. G. J. Howe, Rector of 
Leichhardt, has kindly donated to the 
various Missionary Societies, for sale, one 
hundred copies of his new book on the 
Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
entitled The Dawning of that Day. The 
B.C.A. Society is among the beneficiaries. 
To Mr. Howe we tender our thanks, and 
to our readers we give the word that we 
shall be glad to dispose of the copies at 
the listed price, viz., 1/6 each. Buy 
one from us, and thus help the Society. 

Readers should note and attend the 
C.M.S. Summer School to be held at 
Katoomba, January 20 to January 27. A 
fine programme has been prepared, and a 
refreshing holiday is promised. The 
school should not be missed. Write for 
particulars to C.M.S. Office, Castlereagh 
Street, Sydney. 

During the past quarter the Secretary 
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was able to engage in useful deputation 
work in Melbourne and Bendigo dioceses. 
A fine reception was given to B.C.A. 
work, and generous response to the ap-
peal. We are grateful to the clergy and 
to the large number of friends who helped, 
especially in the following parishes:— 
Melbourne Diocese: St. Alban's, Arma-
dale; All Saints ' , Northcote; Holy Trinity 
East Melbourne; St. Agnes, Glenhuntly; 
St. Thomas', Moonee Ponds; Holy Trinity, 
Coburg; St. Matthew's, Prahran; St. Clem-
ent 's , Elsternwick; St. George's, Royal 
Park; St. Augustine's, Moreland; St/ 
Chad's, Chelsea; St. John's , East Mal-
vern; St. Hilary's, East Kew; Trinity Col-
lege Chapel, University. 

Bendigo Diocese: St. John 's , Malms-
bury; All Saints ' Pro-Cathedral, Bendigo; 
St. Paul 's , Bendigo; St. Peter ' s , Eagle-
hawk; St. Luke's, White Hills; Theologi-
cal Hostel. 

Numerous schools, both Church and 
State, were visited, and altogether results 
were most gratifying. I t is encouraging 
to note the eagerness with which thei 
Church in Victoria joins in our continental' 
work. 

The outcome of the meeting at St. Hi! 
ary's , East Kew, was a suggestion on the 
part of some of the Church officers that 
the parish should impose upon itself a re-
gular annual quota of support. The idea 
has been taken up, and substantial help 
from that Church is expected. This is 
to be commended to other churches. St. 
Andrew's, Roseville (Sydney) has for the 
past year undertaken similar responsible 
lity. I t leads the way. St. Hilary's now 
follows. Who will be the next? 

We never like to discriminate among 
our workers and friends, buTwe^are con-
fident that all B.C.A. people would like to 
hear that splendid work has been done for 
our Society in St. Andrew's, Summer Hill 
parish, where Mr. E. A. Jacobs is the re-
presentative. His personal efforts have 
done much to spread interest ' in our 
Society in a parish where already Rector 
and parishioners do nobly in the cause of 
missions. 

Clergy and Sunday School Superintend-, 
ent.s should remember that the B.C.A. has, 
fine sets of sacred slides, exquisitely 
coloured, available for hire at cheap rates. 
The pictures are admirably suited for 
Christmas and Lenten services. 

REV. F. W. HARVEY, OF WILCANNIA. 
The end of the year will mark the close 

of Mr. Harvey's ministry in the West 
Darling Mission. I t is with genuine re-
gret that the Beal Australian records the 
fact. Mr. Harvey was one of the first to 
respond to the appeal of the Bush Church 
Aid Society. He splendidly volunteered 
to work at Wilcannia, a difficult outpost of; 
the Church, and one that had been without 
a minister for three years. 1920 was a 
year of heartrending drought, but into 
that far country, with all its depression,< 
Frederick Harvey went, and virtually < 
commenced a new chapter in the spiritual 
history of the West Darling. The earlier 
chapters had been written by heroic men, 
who had laboured in the ministry; the one 
just closing stands in fine comparison. 

The story of the work in that vast area 
is already known to our readers. It is 
made up of long journeys, arduous adv^n 
ture, earnest ministry in the Word and 
Sacraments. Isolated townships have been; 
regularly visited; stations and selections 
not forgotten. Under his direction, fcndi 
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ON THE TRACK OF THE EXPLORERS. 
I t may not be generally known tha t 

much of the work of the B.C.A. lies out 
in what is called (texplorers' c o u n t r y , " 
t rac ts of country made historic and re-
markable by their association with the in-
t repid t ravel lers who in earlier days tra-
versed the then unknown Austral ia, seek-
ing to solve its many mysteries. The F a r 
West Mission country (Diocese of Wil-
lochra) , along the Big Bight, and includ-
ing Nullabor Plains and the Trans-Conti-
nental line, was opened up by men like 
Eyre , Giles, Forrest , and Tietkins. Ex-
t raord inary stories could be wr i t ten about 
their t ravels . 

things, led him to t ha t conclusion. Thus 
his expedition was to test the theory, and 
open up possibly rich pastoral and agricul-
tura l lands for sett lement. 

His pa r ty left Adelaide in August, 1844, 
and proceeded by stages to a camp near 
the Darling, at Menindie. By t h a t t ime 
a fiercely hot Austra l ian summer had set 
in. The fortunes of the expedition were 
thus affected, for the season heralded a 
drought of a severi ty never before experi-
enced. Nothing daunted, they pushed on 
in a norther ly direction, believing t h a t 
a break in the season would surely come.' 
Hope lured them on unt i l a t last, a f te r 
ext raordinary privat ions, t hey reached a 

Poole ' s Grave, near Milparinka. 

The West Darl ing was t raversed by the 
ill-fated Burke and Wills p a r t y of 1860. 
At Menindie (one of the mission centres) 
the expedition camped for some time. 
Traces of thei r s tay were discernible unti l 
recent date. The grea t name of Stur t was 
associated with many venturesome jour-
neys, of which not the least was tha t of 
1845, when he and his pa r ty were t rapped 
in a rocky glen in the north-west corner of 
New South Wales, and vir tual ly held 
prisoners there for six months by a de-
vas ta t ing drought. The story is worth 
the telling, and will have interest to Meal 
Australian readers, not the least because 
the Rev. F . W. Harvey , of Wilcannia, has 
" D e p 6 t Glen ," as i t is called, within the 
borders of his mission district . 

Captain Charles S tur t had, prior to 1845, 
served the cause of science and set t lement 
in Aust ra l ia by notable journeys and ex-
plorations, not the least of which was his 
discovery t ha t the River Darl ing was a 
t r ibu ta ry of the Murray. Wi th other 
early colonists, he had been tempted to 
the conclusion t h a t a t the centre of Aus-
t ra l ia was a gigantic sea, or a t least a 
country characterised by hills and deep 
valleys. A s tudy of the migra tory course 
of Austral ian birds had, among other 

glen near to the present t iny township of 
Milparinka. Here they found a fine sup-
ply of water, shaded by trees and cliffs. 
Tents were pitched a t this spot (Dep6t 
Glen) on J a n u a r y 27, 1845. " T h e y were 
there till the 17th of the following J u l y . " 
S t u r t ' s own later comment in his diary 
runs : '' We were not aware t h a t our 
advance and our re t rea t we're alike cut 
off." They were trapped. 

The following pages of the s tory make 
up a thri l l ing chapter of heroism and suf-
fering. The pa r t y made several a t tempts 
to break through, but King Drought held 
them fast . The hea t must have been t re-
mendous, the average shade regis t ra t ion 
for January , 1845, being 104 deg. Often 
the thermometer reached to 120 deg., and 
on one occasion 132 deg. in the shade. 
Stur t could only wri te , " N o r did I th ink 
tha t man or beast could have lived under 
it . '? To secure relief an underground 
room was dug out, and in i t the members 
of the pa r ty took refuge. The ground 
had become thoroughly heated to the 
depth of three or four feet. " U n d e r the 
effects of the hea t every screw in our 
boxes had been drawn. . , . . horn 
combs were split up into fine lairjfwaai. 
The lead dropped out of the pencils* 

with the able assistance of Mrs. Harvey, 
the B.C.A. Hostel was established a t Wil-
cannia, Many difficulties were faced, bu t 
were also overcome. We feel t h a t the 
Church of England has had a wor thy re-
presentative, and tha t her interests have 
been renewed and maintained. 

!

0ur readers will join with us in regret-
ful expressions; also in tender ing warm 
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Harvey for the 
self-denying efforts for two and a half 
years. We pray tha t the increase of 
God's blessing will be upon them and the i r 
little family. 

We are happy to th ink tha t Mr. Har-
Tey's interest in the B.C.A. will not cease 
&t his departure from the West. At first 
it was planned tha t he should take the 
post of Secretary for our work in Victoria, 
but considerations of his family, also the 
fact that a somewhat more restful work 
was required after streuous service, led 
him to accept the offer of the important 
parish of Kyabram (Bendigo Diocese), 
made through the Society. He commences 
his ministry there a t t he beginning of the 
New Year. He looks forward to offering 
considerable help to us in our Victorian 
-campr. lgns, 

"THE REAL AUSTRALIAN." 
We count our readers amongst our best 

friends. The proof thereof is to be found 
ia the large increase in circulation, for 
which, in great part , they are to be 

Iredited. We post over two thousand 
ipi.es. Our readers, in many cases, have 
ndueed their acquaintances to become 
iubseribers. We desire all to continue in 
hat good work. But even our best 
'riends wijl^suffej: a word, not only of ex-
lcrtation from us, but also of s trong ap-
peal. Now, this is the word: Please keep 
four subscription (1/6 per annum) paid 
ip. If with this issue you have received 
j subscription form, please make ins tant 
se of it. I t will help us in our work. 
'he postal authorities will not register our 
aper for various reasons, which seem to 
atisfy them far more than they satisfy 
s. Any ill-printed sheet of "booze-
uV' and " r ace t i p s " produced once a 
veek in any old rookery, s i tuated up some 
Obscure city lane, is registered as a 
'newspaper" without question, and given 

all the postal advantages and cheap rates 
that the department can offer; bu t because 
The Seal Australian does not take ads. 
(especially "booze ads.) , and does not fool 
its readers with misleading < r t i p s , " and 
only comes out once a quarter , the de-

f partment puts on its official frown, growls 
out its official " N o ! " and compels us to 
pay one penny postage on each single copy 
sent out. It needs no smart arithme-
tician to calculate what our postage bill 
is each quarter. Hence our appeal. Keep 

| your subscriptions paid up. If you do not 
desire the paper to be sent to you any 
longer, let us know; but, whatever you do, 
do not leave us to carry the burden of the 
postage bill by ourselves. Stamps or postal 
note to our Office, Church House, ' George 
Street, Sydney, will be duly acknowledged 
in this column. 

(Subscriptions received will be found 
on the last page.) 

Among the amounts received during the 
past quarter was one from a subscriber 
whose letter did not enclose a complete 
address. The initials of the sender, with 
her street address, are here given:—M.R., 
3 Rose Street. We shall be glad \p re-
ceive a note indicating town or suburb. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN. 
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finger-nails became as brittle as glass; our 
hair ceased to grow. We were obliged 
to bury our wax candles. We found it 
difficult to write or draw, so rapidly did 
the fluid dry in our pens and brushes." 

To add to their troubles, sickness smote 
the party. The dread scurvy set in, John 
Poole, second in command, being severely 
smitten. At last, when cooler weather 
came, and there was a prospect of a break 
in the drought, Sturt decided to send 
Poole, in care of a small party, back to 
the River Darling, and possibly to Ade-
laide. Due preparations were carried out, 
but the little party had not proceeded 
more than a day 's journey when he col-
lapsed and died. He was buried 'neath 
a beef wood tree, not far from the moun-
tain that now bears his name. The ex-
perience was a saddening one for Sturt. 
However, nothing daunted, he took up the 
track again, and although an unsatisfac-
tory rainfall gave little promise of suc-
cess, he himself pushed further north from 
Dep6t Glen, lured on by the hope of reach-
ing better country. But the dreadful ex-
periences of the earlier months of the year 
were only repeated. Disheartening ob-
stacles hindered his march. Barren, 
stony deserts, desolate sand-hills, water-
less stretches seemed to be always ahead. 
At last, on October 21, 1845, by grim cir-
cumstance, he was compelled to abandon 
his northward course, and with it the ob-
ject of his expedition. He fell back on his 
camp at Dep6t Glen, and then, after brief 
rest, began the return journey to Adelaide. 
In the latter city he was hailed as one who 
had come back from the grave, and public 
honour was accorded him for his brave 
even though unsuccessful effort. 
. The illustration herewith will claim at-
tention of our readers. I t shows John 
Poole's grave, where Stur t ' s party buried 
him. The " b l a z e 7 ' is still discernible on 
the tree. A later generation, which 
opened up the Mt. Poole station, thought-
fully erected the stone monument, which 
also can be seen, and which gives brief 
particulars of his death. 

A DREAM. 
Dreams are not always the accompani-

ment of slumber. Sometimes they are the 
outcome of work. Hard matter-of-fact de-
tails of back country ministry seem often 
to stimulate the imagination, and carry us 
into that strange land where dreams are 
acted. The B.C.A. has had not a few 
dreams; moreover, i t has the joy of seeing 
them come true. The Hostel at Wilcan-
nia was a dream once, but it is a solid 
eight-roomed reality now. The motor car 
for the West Darling work was a dream; 
but now a smooth-running Ford proclaims 
fulfilment. We are indulging in two 
dreams just now. One, the mission motor-
van, of which we write elsewhere; the 
other—well, let us talk together about 
it. 

Have you ever tried to think what the 
lot of an outback selector's family must 
sometimes be? Imagine what i t is like 
to live in a corrugated iron cottage, per-
haps with no verandah. The interior neat 
and clean, has none of the conveniences 
of city and home-life. The walls and ceil-
ings have not been finished with art 
papers in the latest craftsman style. Al-
most of a surety you would find old news-
papers, " d a i l i e s " and "week l i e s , " pasted 
up. The reading matter may interest you 
for a t ime; after that it becomes stale, and 
bores the reader. Furniture of necessity 

is scanty; easy chairs and lounges are un-
known. Even if they were, perhaps they 
could not be occupied. Life is too busy, 
too hard. The laboriousness of an ill-
built house in a country where comforts 
are not easily obtainable is terribly exact-
ing. 

Outside the iron cottage you look 
around. On every side there is nothing 
but the horizon, level and monotonous. 
Stretching away towards it are the bare 
brown paddocks, and grimly bare they 
are; for this year of grace, 1922, is a year 
of drought. About two inches only of 
rain have fallen since January. The sun 
burns with pitiless heat; the hot wind 
plays maliciously as it picks up the loose 
sand and flings it in your face. You turn 
away from the saddening sight and retreat 
inside. You congratulate yourself that 
soon the mail-man will arrive to take you 
back to the distant rail-town, and thence 
you will return to your cool and comfort-
able suburban bungalow. You have an 
escape from it all. Thank God for it! 

But what of the family that lives in the 
iron cottage, set there on that far-western 
plain? The little place with its baking-
oven atmosphere is " h o m e , " if you like; 
sometimes it is a prison. Perhaps it is 
not so to the father. His business may 
compel him to travel away for a season; 
life has its variety for him. But for the 
mother and the children—the mother who 
bears and rears the little ones, to whom 
are not given the helpful joys of friend-
ship and frequent association with other 
women, who so often is burdened with a 
loneliness that no man can lift, whose life 
is just all that is contained in that grim 
circle of the horizon that rings the house. 
What of her? And the children, the 
sturdy little Australian " k i d d i e s , " active 
and hardworking, born in the place, and 
never out of i t ; children who have never 
seen a train or a tram, a ship, or a boat. 
What of them? 

Well, we dream of them both. In our 
dream we feel that they are longing for a 
break in that monotonous life of theirs. 
And then in our dream we see a homely 
cottage somewhere down by the seaside, 
simply furnished, with sleep-out verandahs 
open to the cool breezes of the Pacific. 
In that cottage, either lent or given for 
the purpose (or it may be a seaside camp) 
we find a succession of families brought 
down from the chorched-up plains and the 
dust and the heat by the B.C.A. Society. 
For three or four weeks tired mothers 
would have rest and chance of recupera-
tion; children would have those exquisite 
joys that blue ocean, yellow sands, and 
foaming surf always bring. What a won-
derful time it would mean! With what 
heart and cheerfulness of spirit would 
they go back to their homes refreshed by 
such a holiday in such a place. Their 
memory would be not only of pleasant rest, 
but also of kindly friendships linking 
them on with B.C.A. friends. They would 
return uplifted in spiritual life by contact 
with women of Christian worth and help-
fulness. Life would have new values. 
The little iron cottage would not be so un-
inviting; the drought-stricken paddocks 
not so depressing; and the horizon not so 
close. 

Is this dream too fantastic? Is it only 
wild imagination that makes some of us 
see a B.C.A. seaside home or camp open 
all the year round for the "women of the 
West ? ' ' Surely here is a ministry of giv-
ing possible to some one, a ministry that 

would abound with holy joy to those who 
engaged in it. Will anyone take it up? 

We shall not abandon our dream. Nol 
rather shall we cherish it. God, in old 
times, often spoke to men in dreams. And 
so frequently God made them come true. 

SISTER DOROTHY'S WORK 
APPRECIATED. 

Under the above heading a Sale (Vic-
toria) newspaper publishes the following 
note. B.C.A. friends, as supporters of 
her work, will be interested:— 

"Residents of Eastern Croajingolong 
have forwarded to the Bishop of Gipps-
land a letter which conveys the great mea-
sure of appreciation which is felt by the 
residents of the Genoa River district of 
the valuable medical aid which has been 
rendered throughout that district by Sis-
ter Dorothy. In the letter, to which is at-
tached the names of a large number of 
out-back residents, Dr. Cranswick is as-
sured that the presence of such a practical 
and competent nurse has brought about a 
feeling of security among the many seri-
ous emergencies which constantly occur in 
these out-back settlements. The work 
carried on by the Sister should make a 
special appeal to those in good health, 
bringing, as i t does, the benefits of a hos-
pital ward into the houses of the bush, and 
therefore teaching to the inhabitants the 
elements of first-aid and hygiene. I t may 
be thought by some that there are no 
special efforts required in these days of 
roads and fast travelling motor cars for 
alleviation of pain and sickness in the re-
mote areas in Gippsland, but those who 
live in these parts could tell many a sad 
tale of hardship and misery caused 
through sickness. ~-~«—-.„^^^S^ 

The Sister has often to work under most 
trying conditions, and must be prepared for 
any emergency, but she is always cheerful 
and bright, and her visits are looked for-
ward to by the patients, as undoubtedly 
the Sister's presence brings a ray of sun-
shine and hope into the hearts of those 
who are suffering, and in many cases al-
most too poor to have the real necessities 
of life. The help which she is able to 
afford by her presence cannot be too 
highly estimated, and we trust that Sister 
Dorothy will remain long with u s . ' ' 

THE CHURCH MILITANT IN BROKEN 
HILL. 

Our big spiritual effort is over, or should 
I not say the first stage of a bigger spiri-
tual life is passed, and as we look back 
we naturally ask: " W a s it worth whil< ? " 
First let me describe the effort, and then 
I will return to the question. You will 
remember some time ago I wrote to tell 
B.C.A. friends of the work on the Barrier, 
and incidentally mentioned the united con-
ferences of Church workers to consider a 
spiritual campaign. Altogether, five large 
gatherings were held. Workers from all 
churches on ' ' the H i l l " were present, and 
the grand spiritual tone of each meeting 
betokened good results. I t seemed clear 
to all that the movement should be no 
small affair if we wanted the outsiders to 
believe we were in earnest about their 
souls. Consequently our progress was with 
patient slowness, allowing the right plan 
to gradually unfold itself. The first con-
crete result was a visit, at our invitation,, 
of Mr. G. T. Davies. of the Pocket Testa-
ment League. About three thousand New 
Testaments were distributed among the 
State School children. Services for child-



ren and adults were lield at various cen-
tres for a week. The final rally in the 
Town Hall was splendid, and the singing 
and addresses were calculated to bring 
home to the hearers the fact that the 
Church still stands firm to the faith deliv-
ered unto the saints. 

The above was only a par t of the 
greater plan which was yet to be material-
ised. The main outline for our further 
labour was a seven days ' house-to-house 
visitation by church-workers> followed by 
a seven nights ' open-air campaign, and 
concluded with a Sunday's simultaneous 
mission in our respective churches. You 
can well imagine the work this programme 
entailed. For the preparation necessary 
to keep such an effort in the paths of use-
fulness, and the prayer involved in giving 
it the force it most surely required, meet-
ings were held in the different churches. 
At Railway Town and South Broken Hill, 
where my work lies, we gathered for 
united prayer and discussion, choosing a 
different church building each week. For 
the time we remembered we were Chris-
tians first, and if the thought of Church 
connection arose we put it aside as only 
forgotten, (not, indeed, to be forgotten), 
lest it should in any way impair our 
usefulness. Those seasons of prayer and 
fellowship will be remembered by not a 
few as hallowed hours. 

The Church folk responded nobly, and 
the work of ascertaining the religious con-
nection of each household was done 
thoroughly, and with earnest desire that 
others might enjoy that fellowship of 
Christ which is ours. Each canvasser was 
supplied with a carefully prepared invita-
tion-card for each family. The message 
was one of simple and direct entreaty to 
consider the call of the Christ and His 
Church. In almost every case the visitors 
were received with the utmost civility. 
Very few were the refusals to give the de-
sired information. The workers were 
overjoyed to know their energies were ap-
preciated. The lists thus compiled are of 
untold value to the clergy in their task 
of bringing Christ to those that come not 
to His Church. What a lot of new names 
now on our visiting lists! People whose 
Church connection was almost forgotten 
by reason of the lengthy period lived out 
of touch with things of Christ were dis-
covered, and asked to start afresh. To-
morrow alone will tell how many will heed 
the call and find forgiveness and service 
in the Church of Christ. Pray for them! 

The next step proved to be the biggest 
strum on the clergy—the open-air preach-
ing. At Bail way Town a choir of over 
one hundred and thirty voices gathered 
each evening to lead the singing. The 
evening's witness consisted of three ser-
vices of half-an-hour each. The house-
holders showed their interest by crowding 
to their gateways, and standing on their 
verandahs to listen to the " n e w " Church 
effort. Once more the old, old story was 
told with "earnes t tones and g rave , " and 
seed was sown which must bear fruit in 
due season. " M y word shall not return 
unto me v o i d " encourages us to hope for 
a harvest. 

At South Broken Hill there was almost 
a reproduction of the Eailway Town work. 
The numbers were not quite as great 
though the spirit and love were. I shall 
not soon forget the Friday night service 
in Patton Street. I t was "shopping 
night," and the street was busy. For 
over an hour and a half I had to speak 
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to a fairly large audience, and the way 
they listened to the message of love made 
one feel that there were many hungering 
for the truth. And yet, perhaps, it was 
not so much hunger as curiosity a t the new 
turn the Church seemed to be taking. I 
was rather amused, at the same time 
grieved, at a statement overheard whilst 
proceeding to take up my stand with the 
other Christians in this part of Broken 
Hill. As I passed under the gaze of a 
small group of people someone wondered 
who the ^ 'Pa r son" was, and on hearing 
he was Church of England an astonished 
voice exclaimed, " W h a t ? Church of Eng-
land preaching in the open a i r ! " Is this 
work so new to our dear old Church, then? 

To understand how strenuous this work 
was one has only to mention the fact that 
Railway Town and South Broken Hill are 
nearly three miles apart, and five nights 
out of the seven my first service was at 
one place, and my second at the other. 
Can anyone wonder that Sunday night 
found me "played ou t , " and my voice 
almost < gone? 

The- final stage of the campaign, i.e., 
the simultaneous Church Mission, was en-
tered upon with expectation of grand re-
sults. 

Owing to unforseen circumstances, our 
own mission had to be postponed a week. 
The Rev. S. H. Denman, of St. Bede's, 
Drummoyne, Sydney, sent up by the 
B.C.A. Society, kindly consented to take 
charge. As regards attendance, we were 
somewhat disappointed. The first night 
being Sunday, we had a full church. A 
huge dust-storm was responsible for the 
small numbers on Monday. For the rest 
of the week the congregation was only 
fair, though we were thankful to see the 
nambers had considerably increased by the 
end of the week. The Bishop of Gipps-
land, who was on " T h e H i l l " for the 
Anglican Festival, kindly consented to 
open the Mission at South Broken Hill on 
the Sunday, and close at Railway Town 
on the Monday of the second week. Mr. 
Denman's work was much appreciated, 
and quite a number bore witness to the 
mission and its usefulness. For my part, 
I iara confident that the work was of the 
Holy Spirit, and this servant seemed 
wholly dependent upon His guidance. 
Consequently the actual work done could 
not be gauged by the outward manifesta-
tion shown at the moment. 

One is now in a position to answer the 
question with which we started this re-
port. Was it worth while? The answer 
we give is, " H e a r the parable of the 
sower, and remember that some seed fell 
upon good ground. ' ' 

REGINALD M. FULFORD. 

% 

THAT FORD MOTOR-CAR. 
There are some old lines in the Book of 

the Psalms which describe the joyful 
astonishment of God's people at the 
workings of His grace. " T h e n was one 
mouth filled with laughter, and one tongue 
with singing, then they said, 'The Lord 
hath done grat things for them. ' " 
These are the words we would use as we 
think of the splendid answer made to our 
appeal in our last issue for a motor-car 
for the West Darling. We had ventured 
to hope that perhaps by Christmas we 
would have sufficient for the purchase of a 
secondhand machine. Our trembling hopes 
and feeble faith have been reproved. We 
are the happy, grateful possessors of a 
fine new De Luxe Model Ford car, and for 

the past four weeks that car has actually 
been at work right out in the far country 
beyond the River Darling. For this gift 
of the car we are deeply indebted to Mrs. 
W. E. Shaw, of Austimer, who in so many 
ways has helped our work since its incep-
tion, and given strong encouragement to 
us to go on. The car is a beauty, and 
in a real way will prove to be a means of 
grace in the far out-back. 

But we are embarrassed. Our Car Fund 
stands at about £.160, being the outcome of 
generous donations of so many friends in 
New South Wales and Victoria. What 
shall be done with such a sum? The 
B.C.A. Council has considered the matter. 
The decision is this: That the money be 
not diverted from its original object, but 
that it be augmented so that purchase may 
be made of a Mission Motor-van, which 
shall be used for evangelistic, pastoral, 
and confirmation work in the country. 

There is great opportunity for such an 
agency in the Church. We all like vis-
itors, even if we are surrounded by 
friends and neighbours in the city. No 
matter how busy we are, no matter how 
full life may be with our affairs, we like 
to have our visitors come in and share in 
the joys and entertainments of our homes. 
But if we lived away in the bush, and 
friends and neighbours were far apart 
from us, and a real sense of loneliness was 
upon us, the visitors would be the more 
welcome. 

Now supposing that visitor were the rep-
resentative of the Church we loved, and 
that he came with a bright personal mes-
sage, that he had a ©tore of books with 
him of which we might make selection, 
that he gave us a little family service (for 
we were too distant from the Church), and 
that he took the children and taught them, 
and when evening was come, he showed 
them a series of beautiful pictures, that 
he enrolled them in the B.C.A. Correspon-
dence Sunday School, and then left to ren-
der like service to some other lonely fam-
ily, why such a visitor would be a trav-
elling benediction. 

Now all this is but a hint of the many 
possibilities of the Mission motor van. ' ' A 
great door and effectual is open"—we de-
sire to enter in. 

And now we would tell our readers that 
it is to be a Ford motor van; lightness and 
stability must be its features. The van 
will be fitted with bunk accommodation, 
and will carry the usual equipment for its 
work. The field open to it will be the 
whole State. Even adjoining States may 
be occasionally visited. Thus a van built 
on a Ford ton-lorry is our need. For the 
purchase of it we want at least another 
£160. Freely have some already given; 
freely, so we believe, will others give. The 
mission motor van should be at work early 
in the New Year. Let our readers join 
in an effort of prayer and generosity. A 
fine Christmas gift would be a special do-
nation to the Motor Fund. Send to our 
office and grateful acknowledgment will 
M f* TH f\ c\ o> 

Address: Rev. S. J. KERKBY, 
Diocesan Church House, 

George Street, 
Sydney. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE MAIL 
BAG. 

Our Correspondence Sunday School is 
now fairly launched, and with the 1st Sun-
day in Advent will make its actual com-
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mencement. We have been encouraged 
with the response to our appeal for help-
ers; from many sources we shall d raw the 
workers necessary for the well-working of 
the scheme. This is good, since i t will 
widen interest , not only in the B.C.A., but 
also in the needs of the Church in the F a r 
Interior . We are indebted to the Rev. A. 
J . H . Priest , who has under taken the prep-
arat ion of lesson papers. Mr. T. N. Griffen 
also is helping with a set of papers for a 
senior grade. This represents a b ig and 
responsible work, and t o these gentlemen 
we tender our thanks . As mentioned in 
our last issue, the lessons will be based 
on the syllabus issued by the General 
Synod Sunday School Commission, and will 
be adapted for the needs of children in 
d is tant areas. Much Work will be en-
tailed in dispatching and correcting les-
sons, thus we renew our appeal for more 
workers. The scheme is sure to grow, for 
we are seeking to apply i t to all dis t r ic ts 
in which the B.C.A. are interested. We 
would gladly accord i ts benefits t o any 
other parish in Aust ra l ia for our desire 
is to reach all children un taught in the 
Fa i th . Application from any parish will 
be welcomed. We can even now record 
an enquiry from another Sta te in which 
150 lesson papers a week are asked for. 
This is a big scheme, a constructive, 
scheme, a piece of work which should 
mean much to our Church throughout the 
land. As far as the Anglican Communion 
in Austral ia is concerned there is no cor-
respondence Sunday School system so 
using Austral ian lessons a t work. We have 
a great field of need before us, and we 
want to occupy i t . 

So again we pu t our appeal before our 
readers. 
Our needs are— 

(1) Financia l support . Could no t the 
Sunday Schools in the cities and suburbs 
help us? A small donation, say 5/- , from 
each, would place the scheme on a sound 
basis. Individuals could also help with 
special gifts., 

(2) Helpers with some Sunday School 
experience, qualified to correct lesson 
paj>ers. This work can be done a t home. 

(3) A small band of workers willing to 
a t tend to dispatch of lessons to scholars. 
This would necessitate a monthly visit to 
our office. 

This is a labour of love and usefulness 
open to Christian people. Come over and 
help us. 

HOME PLANNING A N D CHURCH 
BUILDING AT THE YALLOURN 

BROWN COAL MINE. 

What is meant by the word " H o m e " ? 
" B e i t ever so humble, t he re ' s no 

place like h o m e . " 
Visit for one day the various camps 
gathered round the Victorian electrici ty 
works a t Yallourn and one would be 
tempted to laugh a t t he b a r k huts , slab 
" h u m p i e s , " and bag ten ts of all descrip-
t ions, and would wan t snapshots as curios. 
Bu t work for a month even among the 
dwellers in those huts and ten ts and one 
grows to admire the brave spirit of those 
home-makers. " W h a t ' s good enough for 
'im, is good enough for m e . " " W e l l , 
i t ' s be t t e r than paying rent , or keeping 
two homes going. " " The doctor said the 
open air would be good for the ch i ld ren . ' ' 
And with such a philosophy they console 
themselves for the lack of town comforts. 
For many of them have not been born and 
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to g e t a t and control those supplies. 

Bu t are we to t ake all and give Him no 
thanks? Is not tha t pa r t of the Church's 
work—to teach the recognition of the 
Giver of all gifts? The people of Yal-
lourn are being t augh t to work for the 
building of a big Church Hall as the fore-
runner of a Church suitable to the needs 
of the stabil ised town of the future. Mr. 
Dicker has had uphill work, but he is 
steadily winning his way. He has suc-
ceeded in uni t ing the different camps in 
the one aim of erecting the Church Hall, 
and the proceeds of the Gymkhana, to be 
held a t the camp th is month will be de-
voted to the effort. I n various ways the 
lesson is being learned. 
'' All things come to Thee, O Lord, 
And of Thine Own have we given T h e e . " 

W. M. SHOOBRlDGE, 
(Deaconess.) 

We thankfully acknowledge subscrip-
tions received during the pas t quarter 
from the following:—Mrs. Harwoocl, Miss 
Toye, Miss Rowlands, Miss Long, Miss 
Pulver, J . Truelove, E. Bourke, 1'. Terry, 
G. Kirby, Granville Par ish, E. C. Horton, 
Rutherglen Par ish, Miss Kendall , Miss 
Morrow, Mrs. Andrew (Victoria) , It. New-
land, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Hinks , Mrs. Harris , 
Miss V. Mason, Mrs. Lapish, G. Daniel, E. 
Atwill, Marjorie O'Brien, Mrs. Kimberlee, 
M. Tivey, G. Dye, H. B. Williamson, Miss 
Bower, Mrs. L. Rice, Montgomery Jones, 
O. A. Williamson, Miss Hail, W. Simons, 
C. A. Walker, Miss V. Andrews, Miss M. 
Bruce, Mrs. E. W. Skinner, Sister Hart-
net t , Miss D. Ledger, Miss L. Cross, Miss 
Leet, Miss O. Hayward, JEL J . Stammer, R. 
Graham, M. Ray, A. E. Staniforth, K . ' M . 
Townshend, J . Grant , Miss.. Q._ Dutton, Miss 
E. Smith, Miss R. Crisp, Mrs. N . Tritton, 
Mr. K. Earran , Rev. E . C. Knox, B. JLee, 
Miss R. Whi t ior t , Miss P i tzhardinge , Miss 
Caday, Mrs. B. Dew, Rev. A. R. Shaw, 
Miss Thoburn, Mrs. McKee, W. L. Hep-
burn, Brooklyn Parish, W. Pox, Miss B. 
Acutt , M. W. Rowe, Miss E. Wiltshire, 
Mr. Johnson, Miss Alford, Mrs. P . Le 
Pet i t , Mrs. T. Terrill, Miss Bradley, Miss 
Kent , A. Lee, W. J . Oswald, Mrs. Morley, 
T. Jones, Rev. W. Corner, P . C. Hawortn, 
Miss Lahiff, Mrs. R. Jones , E. Bailey, Rev. 
J . P . Dryland, Miss Dart , T. A. Dakin, S. 
Sealy, Mrs. A. Scroder, S. Woodman, Mrs. 
E. K. Jago , Miss M. Eorster , Mrs. A. J. 
Brady, Miss D. Lament , Mrs. E. C. Young, 
Miss Ross, Mr. Dickson,, E. M. Allman, 
Mrs. Vaughan, Chatswood Parish, Isobei 
Bennet t , Miss List , Mrs . P . T. Watkins, 
Mr. G. Cunningham, Miss Proomes, H. V. 
Ford, Deaconess Dennis, Mrs. Lawson, 
Miss Warski t t , Miss Belfield, Miss 
McNeill, Mrs. Bidwell, W. A. Richards, 
Miss Pont , Miss Allard, C. Kenderdine, 
R. Pet tybr idge, Miss Long, Mrs. Parker, 
Victor Worstead, C. Mackenzie, W. Ed-
wards, R. Moran, R. E. Herman; also 
numerous Victorian subscribers. 

FORM OF BEQUEST. 
I Bequeath to The Bush Church Aid 

Society for Australia and Tasmania the 
sum of pounds (free 

~bT Legacy Duty) , for the general purpose 
of the said Society, and I declare that the 
receipt of the Treasurer, for the t ime being 
of the Society, shall be a sufficient dis-
charge for the said Legacy. 

D. S. Ford, Pr in ters , 48-50 Reservoir Street 
Sydney. -. .. ... '̂"".?."--J 
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Jt>red amid bush life, accustomed to rough-
ling i t , hardened to the fear of snakes or 
[of fall ing trees in the windstorm, nor are 
jail the men miners and used to camp life. 
I Carpenters, painters , plumbers, electric-
l ians, etc., all are needed in the big de-
v e l o p m e n t works. 
jj And so the women unconsciously follow 
God's p lan of the wife being the " h e l p -

f mate>" and they make wha t home life 
they can under the circumstances, ra ther 
than let the i r man go to the bachelor life 
of the barrackroom or ten t , ge t t ing his 
meals a t the general messrooms while they 
and the children live on in town. 

" N o , miss; t he re ' s no wife here yet , but 
there will be next week, when I get this 
finished," said one man as he struggled 
wi th b a r k and posts to ge t the shell of 
the home ready. 

' ' Wha t do you th ink of our bedroom 
n o w ? " asks another. " I don ' t know, as 
I never saw i t b e f o r e , " was the discreet 
reply. 

And there, wi th the wife and child 
proudly listening, another home-builder ex-
plains how, for the inner lining, he had 
stretched hessian or chaflbags, past ing 
over tha t layers of newspapers (avoiding 
too much picture p r in t ) and then, by a 
home-made kalsomime of pipe-clay, paste 
and a knob of blue, had obtained as good 
an effect as a plaster wall for the set t ing 
of his pictures! 

But the wife had her share in the home-
building. Look a t the box made furni ture , 
and the splendid cake cooked in the oil-
drum stove which her husband, wi th the 
aid of clay, has converted into a camp 
oven. 

" H o m e ! " Why i t is just wha t we make 
it . And how much more we cherish t ha t 
which our combined efforts have helped to 
make! 

Of course, there are the usual shiftless 
folk, and the slackness of camp life. Satan 
seems almost visible as he sets his meshes 
—drink, ' t w o - u p ' schools, etc. But , thanks 
be to God, the Lord Jesus Himself is al-
most visible to the naked eye, a s brave 
souls hold up thei r flag of witness, gather-
ing for the " c o t t a g e (i.e., b a r k hu t ) meet-
ing, ' ' carrying on li t t le clusters of Sun-
day Schools and rallying round any one 
who comes as a messenger from God. 

The Rev. P . H. Dicker is our represen-
ta t ive in the " p a r i s h " of Yallourn, which 
may be described as forming almost a 
crescent. The Old Brown coal mine (or 
open coal quarry) with i ts older settle-
ment of huts above on the hill lies a t one 
point of the crescent. At the other are 
found the South Camp of huts clustered 
round the brick kilns and the future 
br iquet t ing works. On the curve between 
steadily grows the township of weather-
board and bark houses, near the s ta t ion 
itself, and fur ther along the Western 
Camp with i ts bar rack life and messrooms, 
also the temporary bark hut married quar-
ters. 

All the development works for the big 
electricity scheme are seen in the centre. 
The huge steam cranes, like gigantic pre-
historic monsters, scoop out great mouth-
fuls of overburden and disgorge them else-_. 
where, and thus revealing the wonderful 
supplies of coal below. The framework of 
the new power-house and workshops fore-
tell a total eclipse of the present tempor-
ary ones down a t the Eas tern Camp. Thus 
everywhere we are reminded of God's 
abundant supply for our needs and of His 
gifts to man of skill and knowledge how 


